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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ALEXANDER COUNTY
REGULAR MEETING January 9, 2006 STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

PRESENT: Larry G. Yoder, Chairman
W. Darrell Robertson, Vice-Chairman
Wesley E. Bolick
William L. Hammer
W. Norris Keever

STAFF: Rick French, County Manager
Jamie Stames, Clerk to the Board

MEDIA: Gary Herman, The Taylorsville Times

The Alexander County Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on Monday, January 9,
2006 in the Catawba Valley Community College / Alexander Center Multipurpose Room,
Taylorsville, North Carolina.

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Yoder called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

***SPECIAL RECOGNITION**%*

On behalf of the Board, Commissioner Robertson presented a Key to the County to Thomas
Grover Sharpe for his dedicated service to the Hiddenite Community, serving as fire chief for the
Hiddenite Volunteer Fire Department from 1973 to 2005. Members of the Board congratulated
Mr. Sharpe for his accomplishments.

Mr. Sharpe thanked the Board for the recognition as well as the firemen which he served with.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Rev. Michael Barber, Smyrna Baptist Church, gave the invocation and Johnathan Rollins,
student at Taylorsville Elementary School, led the Pledge of Allegiance to the F lag.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA



Chairman Yoder requested Agenda Item #2 — Update on Alexander Central Auditorium be
placed after the Public Comment Period. He explained that Superintendent Jack Hoke would be
running behind due to a prior engagement.

Commissioner Robertson made a motion to adopt the agenda as amended. Commissioner
Keever seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion.

2005 N.C. AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEER SERVICE

Chairman Yoder explained that the N.C. Award for Outstanding Volunteer Service honored
volunteerism in North Carolina by recognizing individuals, groups, and businesses that make a
significant contribution to their community through volunteer service. He explained that the
state usually held a ceremony for the entire region; however, he noted that due to the significant
increase in fuel prices, the state canceled this ceremony and urged the counties to organize their
own recognitions. Chairman Yoder also noted that this was the 27" year of these awards, which
were presented to the following individuals:

Scottie Barnes — Founder and coordinator of Forgiven Ministry, a service to families and
children of prison inmates. She set up a dedicated space at the Alexander Correction
Institution called Ezekiel’'s Room where children of inmates are ministered to by
churches in the community when they come to visit their fathers in hopes that the
children will choose a different lifestyle.

Carlton and Robbie Crouch — Supporters of community development organizations and
civic clubs in Alexander County in an effort to improve the community, provide
assistance to those in need, and improve opportunities for young people. They are the
owners of Lawzy Day Farm, which houses ordinary and exotic animals. They open their
farm to all who want to visit and they travel many miles at Christmastime to share their
animals with communities for Christmas programs and displays. Mr. & Mrs. Crouch are
also very supportive of the Stony Point Fire Department.

Max Smith — Volunteer who unselfishly gives his time to the Senior Health Insurance
Information Program and assists residents of Alexander County with Medicare, Social
Security, and other issues directly related to senior citizens. Because of his help, many
people are able to obtain prescription drugs at a savings. He is also involved with the
N.C. Baptist Men Disaster Relief organization, responding to crises such as hurricanes
and floods. Mr. Smith can also be counted on to be a first responder.

Charles Parkhurst — Member of the Hickory American Legion Post 48 for 38 years,
serving in many positions from Commander to committee member. He is active in
setting up programs to assist veterans and their families and has also lobbied to keep the
office open and to prevent cuts to veteran benefits. He manages the finances of Post 48,
including annual fundraisers and serves as secretary for the annual fall fair. Mr.






