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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ALEXANDER COUNTY
REGULAR MEETING May 23, 2005 STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

PRESENT: William L. Hammer, Chairman
W. Darrell Robertson, Vice-Chairman
Wesley E. Bolick
W. Norris Keever
Larry Yoder

STAFF: Rick French, County Manager
Jamie Starnes, Clerk to the Board

MEDIA: Gary Herman, The Taylorsville Times

The Alexander County Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on Monday, May 23,
2005 in the Catawba Valley Community College / Alexander Center Multipurpose Room,
Taylorsville, North Carolina.

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Hammer called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Commissioner Keever gave the invocation and also led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT

Chairman Hammer recognized Russell Greene, Emergency Services Director, who explained
that N.C.G.S. 5885-7 pertained to matching grants provided for volunteer fire departments. He
informed the Board that 6 of the 7 eligible departments from Alexander County applied and 5
were awarded grants including:

Ellendale Volunteer Fire Department - $5,390
Hiddenite Volunteer Fire Department - $10,750
Sugar Loaf Volunteer Fire Department - $7,799
Wittenburg Volunteer Fire Department - $16,905
Vashti Volunteer Fire Department - $5,334



Mr. Greene noted that eligible fire departments set aside funding each year to provide matching
funds for these grants in the event that one would be received. He also stated that these funds
would be used to purchase much needed equipment.

Mr. Greene discussed the school bus accident that occurred on Silas Deal Road on Wednesday,
May 18, 2005. The accident occurred at 7:00 AM and the last student was placed in route to the
hospital at 7:46 AM. He stated that there were 2 students taken to Iredell Memorial Hospital,
one of which was later taken to Baptist Hospital due to a severe laceration to the arm. Other
injuries included minor cuts, scrapes, and bruises. Mr. Greene felt that the response time was
great and that the situation was handled very well. He also mentioned that every emergency
services organization in the County was represented and he commended these individuals for a
job well done.

Chairman Hammer thanked everyone that helped at the school bus accident for their
professionalism and for working well together.

Mr. Greene also reported that one of the Central Alexander Volunteer Fire Department’s fire
trucks was involved in an accident today at approximately 1:20 PM while responding to a call.
Mr. Greene explained that the driver of the fire truck lost control of the vehicle, which
overturned at the intersection of Linneys Mountain Road and Black Oak Ridge Road. He stated
that the Highway Patrol was investigating the accident and he noted that no one was injured.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Commissioner Robertson made a motion to adopt the agenda as presented. Commissioner
Keever seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion.

PUBLIC HEARING: REVOLVING LOAN FUND

David Icenhour, Economic Development Director, discussed the $100,000 loan to The Mitchell
Gold Company from the County’s Revolving Loan Fund. He explained that the Revolving Loan
Fund was established by the state in 1987 for the purpose of supporting local economic
development projects that created new employment opportunities. Mr. Icenhour also pointed out
that no local property taxes were used to create this fund.

Mr. Icenhour stated that the $100,000 loan to The Mitchell Gold Company would be used for
building improvements at the Mitchell Gold Too facility located in the former Bassett
Upholstery Building, which would create 60-80 new jobs and an expanded tax base. He
mentioned that The Mitchell Gold Company would pay back the loan by annual payments over a
7-year period at one percent interest,



Commissioner Keever asked if there were currently any outstanding loans in regard to the
Revolving Loan Fund. Mr. Icenhour replied that there had been one outstanding loan that had
recently been collected, bringing the Revolving Loan Fund up-to-date.

Chairman Hammer called the public hearing to order and requested any public comment. There
being no public comment, Commissioner Keever made a motion to close the public hearing.
Commissioner Bolick seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously in favor of the
motion.

Commissioner Keever made a motion to approve the $100,000 loan for The Mitchell Gold
Company from the County’s Revolving Loan Fund to be paid back over a 7-year period at one
percent interest. Commissioner Yoder seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously in
favor of the motion.

DISCUSSION OF TENTATIVE DATES FOR COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING
SCHEDULE

Chairman Hammer presented the last 6 months of the 2005 Commissioners’ Meeting Schedule.
He stated that staff had developed the schedule by working around specific conferences and
conflicts; therefore, he noted that the meetings would not necessarily be held on the 1% and 3™
Mondays. The schedule was as follows:

July 25, 2005

August 8, 2005
August 22, 2005

September 12, 2005
September 26, 2005

October 10, 2005
October 24, 2005

November 7, 2005
November 21, 2005

December 5, 2005
December 19, 2005

Commissioner Keever made a motion to approve the last 6 months of the 2005 Commissioners’

Meeting Schedule as presented. Commissioner Yoder seconded the motion. The Board voted
unanimously in favor of the motion.

PROCLAMATION DECLARING JULY 2, 2005 AS “JANICE W. JONES DAY”






