BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS ALEXANDER COUNTY
REGULAR MEETING January 10, 2005 STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

PRESENT: William L. Hammer, Chairman
W. Darrell Robertson, Vice-Chairman
Wesley E. Bolick
W. Norris Keever
Larry Yoder

STAFF: Rick French, County Manager
Jamie Starnes, Clerk to the Board

MEDIA: Gary Herman, The Taylorsville Times

The Alexander County Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on Monday, January 10,
2005 in the Catawba Valley Community College / Alexander Center Multipurpose Room,
Taylorsville, North Carolina.

CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Hammer called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM

INVOCATION & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Commissioner Bolick gave the invocation and Leah Morton, student at Wittenburg Elementary
School, led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT

Chairman Hammer stated that he wished to change the Chairman’s Report portion of the meeting
to the Commissioner’s Report beginning January 24, 2005 to allow each commissioner an
opportunity to discuss issues and on goings related to committees and advisory boards that each
commissioner serves on.

Chairman Hammer stated that he wished to implement a “State of the County” to also begin at
the January 24, 2005 meeting. He mentioned that this would be similar to President Bush’s
“State of the Union” and Governor Easley’s “State of the State.” Chairman Hammer stated that
he would appreciate staff and the Board’s input.



Chairman Hammer pointed out that Commissioner Keever and Rick French, County Manager,
had been featured in the County Lines newspaper for serving on the Blue Ribbon Study
Committee for Medicaid Reform. He noted that Commissioner Keever was one of only 4 of 5
commissioners across the state that spoke regarding the state taking over all Medicaid costs.

Chairman Hammer thanked everyone for showing concern and love for his family during the loss
of his father who passed away on December 4, 2004. Chairman Hammer stated that he and his
family appreciated the flowers, cards, calls, and visits.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

Commissioner Keever made a motion to adopt the agenda as presented. Commissioner
Robertson seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously in favor of the motion.

BETHLEHEM SATELLITE OFFICE SURVEY RESULTS

Sylvia Turnmire, Director of Planning & Development, discussed the survey results for the
Bethlehem satellite office located at 134 Bolick Lane, which was made available at the October
18, 2004 Commissioners’ Meeting and later at Bethlehem Elementary School, West Alexander
Middle School, the Planning & Development Office, and at the specified collections sites which
included Bethlehem Restaurant, Lowes Foods, and Bethlehem Pharmacy. Ms, Turnmire
officially thanked Jennifer Hefner, Principal of Bethlehem Elementary School, and Susan Gant,
Principal of West Alexander Middle School, and staff for distributing the surveys within the
schools. ~ She also thanked Gary Sain from Bethlehem Pharmacy, Gary McKinney from
Bethlehem Restaurant, and Mark Moretz from Lowes Foods.

Ms. Turnmire stated that of the 1,431 surveys that were distributed, only 76 were returned for a
5.3% response rate. She informed the Board that 39 surveys were collected from Bethlehem
Pharmacy, 31 from Lowes Foods, 4 from Bethlehem Restaurant, and 2 had been collected by
Jamie Starnes, Clerk to the Board. Ms. Turnmire stated that 43% of those were returned from
students on behalf of their parents and the remaining 57% was from other residents.

Ms. Turnmire stated that citizens were allowed to review several different services in the survey
which including building permits, Chamber of Commerce, a computer resource center,
Cooperative Extension programs (youth and environmental programs), Health Department
(immunizations, clinics, WIC, septic permits), library, recreation registration (secondary
location), Senior Center activities (health programs and social events), a Sheriff’s office, Social
Services (family support and children’s services), and tax payments. She explained that citizens
were asked to rate these services from one to 10 with one being the most beneficial and 10 being
the least beneficial. The survey results were as follows:

County Service Priority County Service Priority







